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Activist monk
detained at 
Wat Botum
Chhay Channyda  
and Khouth Sophak Chakrya

SENIOR members of the monastic 
community yesterday detained Bud-
dhist monk Loun Savath, an award-
winning human rights activist, after 
he took photos of protesting Boeung 
Kak lake villagers outside Phnom 
Penh municipal court.

Monks, police and unidentified men 
in plain clothes violently forced Loun 
Savath into a Land Cruiser outside the 
courthouse and whisked him away 
from the scene as more than 60 protest-
ers, flanked by about 100 police armed 
with guns, batons and shields, called for 
the release of 13 Boeung Kak women 
who were being questioned inside.

Venerable Loun Savath was driven 
to Wat Botum to meet Supreme Patri-
arch Nun Nget.

Police and officials from the Ministry 
of Interior and the Ministry of Cults and 
Religion barricaded him inside, sealing 
off entries to the complex, barring 
entrance to all journalists and prevent-
ing even pagoda boys from entering 
without showing their ID cards.

He remained detained there as of 
press time last night. 

According to students living in the 
pagoda, Loun Savath was put in monk 
house number 17 in the complex, which  

Continues on page 2

Khouth Sophak Chakrya                           
and Shane Worrell 

T
HIRTEEN women protesters 
from Boeung Kak lake were 
yesterday sentenced to two 
and a half years in prison after 

a three-hour trial that was widely con-
demned as illegal – and which 
prompted SRP lawmaker Mu Sochua 
to urge the international community 
to suspend aid to Cambodia.   

The women, who were arrested as a 
family tried to rebuild its home during 
a demonstration at Boeung Kak on 

Tuesday, stood trial at 2pm – without 
a lawyer – after court prosecutors spent 
the morning interviewing them.

The women spent two nights at 
Phnom Penh municipal police head-
quarters and had not been charged until 
yesterday, when the court tried them for 
cursing public authority and encroach-
ing upon the land of a public figure – 
Cambodian People’s Party Senator Lao 
Meng Khin, the owner of Shukaku.

Little more than three hours after 

their trial began, the women were 
being transported to overcrowded 
Prey Sar prison.

Phou Povsun, a Phnom Penh munic-
ipal court judge, confirmed the 13 
women had been sentenced, but said 
some of those sentences had been 
partly suspended.  

“Six women were convicted to two 
years and six months each in jail. 
Another six will spend two years each 
in jail,” he said. “The oldest woman will 

spend one year in jail,” he said, refer-
ring to 72-year-old Nget Khun.

Am Sam Ath, senior technical officer 
at Licadho, said well-known village 
representative Tep Vanny was among 
those who had received the full sen-
tence, along with Heng Mom, Chheng 
Leap, Bouv Saleap, Kong Chantha, 
Phann Chhunreth and Tol Srey Pao.

“Convicting these people does not 
end this land dispute,” he said.

Ham Sunrith, the women’s lawyer, 

said he walked out of the courtroom 
in the morning after judges refused 
his proposal to have the case heard 
later with witnesses – two of whom 
were arrested outside the court as a 
crowd of more than 60 protested.

“We will lodge an appeal if [the 
women] agree,” he said.

SRP lawmaker Mu Sochua said 
the trial was proof Prime Minister 
Hun Sen’s government was terror-
ising its people.

“I am so shocked. This must be 

Protesters now prisoners

Continues on page 2

B Kak women jailed after three-hour trial

The Venerable loun Savath (centre), a prominent rights activist, was detained by police, monks and unidentified plain-clothed men yesterday in Phnom Penh. hong menea
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The first Mineral Analysing & Testing Center approved 
by Ministry of Industry Mines and Energy in Cambodia, 
with advanced precision instruments(Atomic absorption 
spectrophotometer, ICPE, Ultraviolet Spectrophotometer.
etc) and experienced professional technical team, can 
provide mineral analysing and testing service to all sectors 
of the community.

Service including: Geological Samples Analysing, 
Dressing Products and Smelting Products Analysing, steel 
processing sample Analysing.

Contact:  
(English) 097 3446508  Ms.Li
(Khmer) 023 650034 / 097 2127748 Ms.Zhang
(Chinese) 023 650034 / 097 2127748  Ms.Zhang

Mineral Analysing & Testing Center
Guangxi Nonferrous Metal 
Group(Cambodia) Co.,Ltd

BEATOCELLO  IN CONCERT

Jayavarman VII Hospital
(Kantha Bopha III)
Siem Reap Angkor

Every Saturday

7.15 pm

Dr. Beat Richner (BEATOCELLO)

plays Cello Music and informs about
the activities of the �ive

 Kantha Bopha Children’s Hospitals

Free admission

A dynamic company headquartered in Singapore 
that specialises in image enabling for interior, 
events & exhibition projects, invites applications 
for the following positions, for its office in Phnom 
Penh:

Interior Designers / Draughtsmen / Graphic Designer
 -  Excellent knowledge of Audocad, 3DS Max,   
  Adobe Photoshop &/or other relevant   
  softwares
 -  Min 3 years’ relevant experience

Project Managers / Site Supervisors
 -  Manage interior renovation, additions &   
  alterations projects.
 -  Min 3 years’ relevant experience 

Interested parties, please submit resume with a 
recent photograph together with current & 
expected salary to hr@spacelogic.asia. We regret 
that only short-listed candidates will be notified.

activist monk 
held at pagoda  
Continued from page 1
 
is where a number of Khmer 
Kampuchea Krom monks live.

at 1pm, Loun Savath was 
bought to a meeting with 
Supreme Patriarch Nun Nget 
and about 20 other senior 
chief monks including Khim 
Sorn, the Phnom Penh munic-
ipal director of monks. 

Nun Nget, however, retired 
from this meeting about 2pm 
to nap in his room.

a Post reporter who gained 
entry to the complex approached 
the Supreme Patriarch, but he 
refused to answer questions. 

about 7:30 pm, the meeting 
with the senior monks ended 
and Loun Savath made a brief 
appearance near the entrance.

“I am not defrocked,” he told 
reporters. “But they have asked 
me to stay at a pagoda in my 
homeland in Siem Reap.”

The “multimedia monk”, 
originally from Chi Kraeng dis-
trict in Siem Reap, began his 
activist career supporting vil-
lagers in a long-running land 
dispute there.

Loun Savath declined to 
elaborate on details of the 
meeting. When asked what 
prompted the meeting, and 
what conditions had been 
placed on him, he replied that 
the situation was “serious”.

Loun Savath fled the capital 

in march last year, fearing he 
would be arrested for his activ-
ism. He returned two months 
later to attend a Prey Lang vill-
ager rally. There, he was also 
forced to flee the scene with 
the assistance of rights groups 
when it appeared local author-
ities were planning his arrest.

He recently attended the 
funeral of slain environmental 
activist Chut Wutty.

after briefly talking with 
reporters last night, Loun 
Savath returned to the pagoda 
for a one-on-one meeting with 
the Supreme Patriarch. 

Chief monks who attended 
the meeting could not be 
reached for comment.

Phan Davy, director of Phnom 
Penh’s Cults and Religion office, 
declined to comment because 
he was “too busy”.  Officials 
from the ministry of Cults and 
Religion could not be reached.

am Sam ath, senior techni-
cal officer at Licadho, said 
Loun Savath had the right to 
defend weaker people.

“Even though he is a monk, 
he still has the right to defend 
human rights, but in contrast 
he is arrested,” he said.

Human Rights Watch’s Phil 
Robertson condemned the treat-
ment of Loun Savath. “Defrock-
ing a monk for standing up for 
the poor is a sign of Hun Sen’s 
desperation,” he said. 

B Kak 
women 
jailed
Continued from page 1

condemned. This is total manip-
ulation of the court,” she said.

mu Sochua called on the inter-
national community to suspend 
aid that went directly to Cambo-
dia’s government, singling out 
the US – as Kurt Campbell, 
assistant secretary of state for 
East asian and Pacific affairs at 
the US State Department, 
arrived in Cambodia yesterday.

“I’m calling on the internat-
ional community to suspend 
aid,” she said, adding that finan-
cial contributions from overseas 
should henceforth enter Cam-
bodia through NGOs.

“I call on women’s networks 
across the world to take action. 
I call on [US Secretary of State] 
Hillary Clinton to take action.

 “If aid continues to flow into 
the hands of the leaders who 
totally violate human rights, 
especially women’s rights, the 
government will remain total-
ly unaccountable to its people 
– it will have no legitimacy.”

Sok Sam Oeun, former direc-

tor of the Cambodian Defend-
ers’ Project, said the trial had 
not followed national law.

“In pre-trial detention, accord-
ing to the law, we have . . .  a sum-
mary trial, which means the 
prosecutor can send the people 
to trial without pressing any 
investigation charge, but the law 
says that if they are arrested, the 
trial must be within the same day 
they are arrested,” he said.

Cambodian Centre for 
Human Rights president Ou 
Virak said such a violation left 
the Kingdom’s justice system 
at the crossroads.

“It appears the trial was a 
show. It was predetermined. 
City hall was being the judge. 
The judiciary was not inde-
pendent,” he said.

Ou Virak said the court sys-
tem’s inability to bring anyone to 
justice over the shooting of three 
women at the Kaoway Sports 
factory in Bavet – which deposed 
Bavet governor Chhouk Bandith 
is accused of – proved yesterday’s 
trial could not have been fair.

“If the court cannot even 
detain him in so many months, 
how can they sentence 13 peo-
ple in one day?”

Phil Robertson, deputy asia 
director for Human Rights 
Watch, said yesterday’s trial 
was the death knell for justice 
in Cambodia. “This case is an 
all-new low that says succinct-
ly, ‘Cambodian justice: RIP’.

“The tycoons and govern-
ment cronies behind the Boe-
ung Kak project, and their 
supporters at the highest lev-
els of government, should be 
ashamed that their greed has 
suddenly torn mothers and 
grandmothers away from 
their children.”   

The actions of the court and 
the government were outrag-
eous and unjust, he said.

“Charging and convicting 
women for exercising their 
rights to express their views 
and peacefully assemble, then 
denying them time to prepare 
their case, and refusing to allow 
defence witnesses – these are 
the actions of a kangaroo court 
jumping to the tune sung by its 
political masters in the CPP 
and the government.”

Council of ministers spokes-
man Phay Siphan, however, 
said the trial had nothing to do 
with the government.

“We have no comment,” he 
said, referring the Post to the 
ministry of Justice, which, along 
with the Phnom Penh munici-
pal authority, could not be 
reached for comment. ADDITIONAL 

REPORTING BY BRIDGET DI CERTO AND BUTH 

REAKSMEY KONGKEA

Women from the Boeung Kak community, who were each sentenced yesterday to as long as two and a half 
years in prison, scream to friends and relatives from inside the Phnom Penh Municipal Court.  MENG KIMLONG

A woman from the Boeung Kak community uses the carcass of a chicken to place a hex on riot police outside 
the Phnom Penh Municipal Court yesterday.  MENG KIMLONG

The Venerable Loun Savath (centre) is detained by police, monks and 
unidentified plain-clothed men yesterday in Phnom Penh. MENG KIMLONG
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VA Number: 2012-04
Application Deadline: 07 June 2012 at 5:00 pm

The World Food Programme (WFP), the Food Aid Organization of the United Nations, is seeking applications from 
Cambodian nationals to fill the following positions:

Position title: Storekeeper
Number of position: One
Type of Contract: WFP Service Contract

Grade: Range II/SC4
Duty Station: WFP Western Area Office in 
Siem Reap province
Duration: 12 months (Renewable)

Accountabilities: Under direct supervision of the Senior Logistics Assistant, the Storekeeper will be 
responsible for the following duties: 

Maintain clean and pest-free storing conditions;  
Supervise the off loading and stacking of the commodities, follow up tracking of the commodities in  
pipeline and report the same to Supervisor;
Control incoming goods both food and non food commodities by such methods as physical counts,  
random check for both quantities and qualities according to purchase specification, rejection of any 
spoiled commodity or not meet purchase condition  etc.; 
Sign waybills of received and dispatched cargo; 
Post daily dispatches of WFP food commodities in CAMPAS (Commodity Tracking System); 
Ensure good condition warehousing practices and maintaining cleanliness of storage and free from pest.; 
Daily updated records on stock cards, stock position report(SPR), monthly stock position report(MSPR)  
and/or computerize inventory lists; etc.
Make periodic physical inventory checks; 
Report on and in consultation with supervisor, take appropriate action for the disposal of spoiled commodities; 
Carry out foods spoiled disposal in accordance with WFP policy; 
Ensure that casual labor (tally clerk) assigned to the various stores keep records of the food stuff  
offloaded/loaded at the warehouses adhering to the WFP systems;
Deliver goods on request against official and approval documentation; 
Liaise with Programme staff through supervisor on related matters pertaining to logistics; 
Provide overall supervision and training casual labours; 
Perform other related duties as required. 

Education: Complete secondary school education, 
preferably supplemented by technical training related 
to accounting or logistics/storekeeping.
Experience: At least three years progressively  
responsible clerical or administrative work experience 
 including at least two years in the field of accounting, 
commodity stock management, transport, statistics, 
operations or other related field.
Knowledge: Experience in utilising computers 
including word processing, spreadsheet and other 
software packages.

Language: Fluency in both oral and written  
communication in English.

Desirable skills and/or experience: Experience using 
COMPAS and other WFP software; knowledge of WFP 
regulations, rules and policies and procedures in the area 
of work. Experience in warehouse management, labour 
management or pest management is an asset.

Applications along with a mandatory completed UN Personal History Form (P11) and a detailed CV with 
copy of education certificate should be delivered to the WFP Human Resources Unit, WFP Cambodia House 

250, Road 63, Phnom Penh, faxed to # 023- 218 749 or e-mailed to Cambodia.Application@wfp.org.
Only short-listed candidates will be contacted and applications will not be returned.

Women are encouraged to apply. Equally qualified female candidates will be given preference.  
A detailed job description is available on request from the WFP reception/information  

desk or download from the link: http://67.23.238.138/~cambodia/

World Food Programme (WFP) is the world’s largest humanitarian agency. WFP has been providing food 
assistance to poorest Cambodians since 1979.  Currently, WFP activities focus on food-based safety nets in 
the sectors of education, nutrition and productive assets/livelihoods support, in support of the Government’s 

efforts to tackle food security challenges. In 2011, WFP supported 1,004,224 poor Cambodians.

  United Nations World Food Programme – Cambodia
VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

 Suspected suicide
 HRP reserve 
 candidate   
 found dead

A reserve candidate 
for the Human rights 
Party apparently hanged 

himself on Wednesday night in 
Chirou II commune in Kampong 
Cham province’s Tbong Khmum 
district, police said yesterday. 

Kong sihong, Chirou II com-
mune police chief, said the 
body of Pov Kirivong, 56, was 
found hanging from a mango 
tree near his house by villagers 
yesterday morning, who then 
notified the police. 

Pov Kirivong had likely killed 
himself due to depression over a 
long-term illness, he said. 

“Based on the answers of the 
victim’s family and the examina-
tion, the reason for his hanging 
is due to long-lasting haemor-
rhoid disease.”

seng seangly, HrP director of 
operations in Kampong Cham 
province, said he was unsure 
whether the suicide of Pov Ki-
rivong was a political or personal 
affair. The deceased had argued 
with a military police officer 
while campaigning with his party 
members two days prior, he said.  

“I will ask the human rights 
groups to investigate this 
case,” added seng seangly. KIM 

YUTHANA

Funcinpec, NRP set to merge
Vong Sokheng                                  
and Bridget Di Certo
 

T
HE on-again, off-
again dance between 
Funcinpec and the 
Norodom Ranariddh 

Party finally concluded yes-
terday, with the two opposi-
tion royalist parties agreeing 
to merge following the June 3 
commune elections.

Prime minister Hun Sen of 
the ruling Cambodian People’s 
Party met with the leaders of 
the parties yesterday morning 
to encourage them to agree to 
the merger, officials said.

Shortly after the meeting, 
Funcinpec secretary-general 
Nhek Bun Chhay and Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh signed an 
agreement to join forces under 
the auspices of the Funcinpec 
party to run in the national 
elections in July next year.

The agreement was signed 
at the cabinet of the premier in 
the Peace Palace, and the par-
ties said it marked the end to a 
six-year rift between the royal-
ist groups sparked when Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh was oust-
ed as president of Funcinpec. 

In late 2010, the parties be-
gan discussing the possibility 
of a merger, but it failed to ma-
terialise amid disagreements 

on a number of issues, includ-
ing the name.

Norodom Ranariddh will 
assume presidency of the 
united Funcinpec party, and 
current Funcinpec president 
Bun Chhay will be appointed 
vice president.

“The merger is to mobilise 
royalists, Sihanoukists and to 
be a real national force to work 
with the national force [of the 
ruling CPP and Prime minister 

Hun Sen] in order to serve the 
nation,” Norodom Ranariddh 
told reporters after the signing.

“Samdech Prime minis-
ter Hun Sen has strongly ex-
pressed his concern over the 
split of the monarchy political 
parties, and this shows that the 
premier is also the monarchy,” 
the prince said. 

“I have expressed my grate-
fulness and loyalty to the pre-
mier, and from the moment of 

this merging today, we will stop 
discussing who was wrong and 
who was right – our destination 
is for reconciliation,” he said.

Factional infighting over 
power and money within 
and between the two royalist 
groups has plagued the parties. 
Norodom Ranariddh’s 2006 
ouster was accompanied by 
allegations that he embezzled 
funds from the sale of the par-
ty’s headquarters.

The two parties won two 
seats each of the total 123 seats 
in the National assembly in the 
national election in 2008.

asian Human Rights Com-
mission senior researcher Lao 
mong Hay said it was unusual 
that the parties met with the 
premier before their merger.

“It will be very difficult for the 
parties here to show credibility 
vis-à-vis the electorate. Both 
have had experience working 
with the CPP, and we have seen 
that association with the CPP 
has not been doing any good to 
them,” Lao mong Hay said.

Infighting over the past few 
years has also caused serious 
damage to the parties, Lao 
mong Hay said.

“It might be a bit difficult to 
mend that lack of reputation or 
bad reputation,” he said, point-
ing out that both sides had 
been marginalised by defeats.

Still, the new Funcinpec’s al-
legiance to Prime minister Hun 
Sen shouldn’t come as a shock, 
Lao mong Hay said. 

“It’s not surprising at all. 
Perhaps both sides [NRP and 
Funcinpec] have departed 
from each other before for 
many years, and now that they 
have realised there is no future 
in that, they must be allied,” 
he said.

Prince Norodom Ranariddh (left), head of the Norodom Ranariddh Party, shares a toast with Funcinpec party 
President Nhek Bun Chhay (right) after signing an agreement to merge the two parties yesterday. sTrINger
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Strikers back at table
Chhay Channyda

W
orkers from SL 
Garment facto-
ries and union 
representatives 

held their second round of talks 
at the ministry of Social affairs 
yesterday as strikes at the Levi’s, 
Gap and H&m suppliers con-
tinued for the 12 day straight. 

The first round of negotiations 
had broken down on Tuesday, 
and an arbitration Council rul-
ing that ordered protesters back 
to work failed to end the strikes. 

Ek Sopheakdey, legal officer 
for the Coalition of Cambodian 
apparel Workers Democratic 
Union (C.CaWDU), said work-
ers lowered their demands from 
$10 to $8.50 for transport and 
living allowances, but held firm 
on their attendance bonus. Le-
gal complaints against union 
officials had to be withdrawn.  

as workers awaited the out-
come of their demands, ex-
pected today, Ek Sopheakdey 
warned that the management’s 
continued refusal would have 
wider implications.

“If the employers do not agree 
with us, they show that they 
want to make trouble within the 
garment industry,” he said.  

Ea Chip Ieng, personnel man-
ager at SL Garment Processing 
(Cambodia), said C.CaWDU 
was worsening workers’ condi-
tions rather than helping them.

“If there is a union leader 
like ath Thorn [president of 
C.CaWDU], Cambodian work-
ers will have no work. my fac-
tory will consider moving to 
other countries like myanmar,” 
he said. 

Workers from SL Garment Processing (Cambodia)’s SL1 and SL2 factories protest yesterday in Phnom Penh’s 
Meanchey district. vireak mai

Buth Reaksmey Kongkea

a mURDER suspect is on the 
run after allegedly shooting 
his niece several times yester-
day with an assault rifle, after 
what authorities are calling a 
dispute regarding a land deal 
between the two in Kampong 
Cham’s Stung Trang district.

District police chief Chea 
Thearith said the 38-year-old 
victim, Noy Limseng, along 
with a family friend, had vis-
ited her uncle’s home in Dang 
Kdar commune to collect the 
final payment for a plot of land 
he was purchasing from her. 

after he paid her the money,  
tensions flared and the victim 
tried to escape the scene, but 
her uncle, In Chan, allegedly 
shot her in the head, chest and 
arm, killing her, before taking 
back the US$3,000 he had paid 
to the victim.

He then fled the scene. 
“She was murdered by her 

uncle. She was shot dead while 
she was trying to run from the 
road into the forest,” the po-
lice chief said, adding that her 
21-year-old family friend, who 
was on her motorbike, man-
aged to flee from the scene 
uninjured. 

after the shooting, police ar-

rested In Chan’s older brother 
at the scene and said he would 
be detained for questioning. 

“Police are working hard to 
arrest the killer,” the police 
chief said.

Sok Kim, a Stung Trang dis-
trict police officer, told the 
Post yesterday that the vic-
tim shot his niece as a result 
of land deal between the two 
that angered him. 

He said In Chan sold nine 
hectares of land in the Chrey 
Hay village to his niece Noy 
Limseng in 2010 for the price 
of US$600 per hectare. 

Then earlier this month, In 
Chan asked to buy the land 
back from her. 

She agreed, but at a price of 
US$1,400 per hectare. 

He added that In Chan ac-
cepted this price and paid 
her the last US$3,000 he 
owed her for the land yester-
day before he murdered her, 
took the money back and 
fled the scene. 

“The victim was murdered 
after she received the final 
payment for the land from 
the killer [In Chan],” the po-
lice officer said. 

The family of the victim 
could not be reached for com-
ment yesterday. 

Family plot: uncle on 
run after niece’s death

 War relic returned
 Phnom Penh   
 buys piece of  
 air history 

AN AIRCRAFT relic found 
earlier this month in the 
Mekong river has been 

purchased by the Phnom Penh mu-
nicipality, officials said yesterday.

Sun Kannareth, chief of Russey 
Keo commune police, said the 
aircraft wing, bearing a 1960s-
era Cambodian Air Force logo, 
has been transported to the 
municipal city hall. 

The move was ordered by 
Phnom Penh governor Kep 
Chuktema.  

“These parts of aircraft are 
heritage found at the bottom 
of the river … which must be 
preserved and protected by the 
government’s conservation or 
UNESCO,” added Sun Kannareth.  

Scrap metal yard owner Min 
Oma, 49, who bought the artefact 
from a fisherman for $400, said 
the municipality had reimbursed 
him to the tune of $500. He told 
the Post on Tuesday that he had 
hoped to sell it for $1,000.

According to a senior offi-
cial at the Ministry of Culture 
and Fine Arts, the aircraft 
bears the inscription “Made 
in USA”, with the Cambodian 
flag, and likely crashed dur-
ing the civil war in the early 
1970s. BUTH reakSmeY kONGkea



May Titthara
Mondulkiri province

A COMBINED force of police, 
soldiers and military police last 
night set a deadline of 8am this 
morning for villagers in Mon-
dulkiri province’s tiny Rayum 
commune to leave their homes 
or face forcible eviction.  

Authorities, who have sur-
rounded the village for a week, 
say the villagers’ homes sit on 
land belonging to a Vietnamese 
rubber company, and that any 
homes still standing this morn-
ing will be demolished. Joint 
forces burned more than 50 
homes on Tuesday and Wednes-
day, and today’s ultimatum has 
many villagers fearing for their 
safety, residents say. 

Tha, 27, who declined to give 
his family name for fear of retri-
bution, said that eviction forces 
tore down a number of homes 
yesterday, as authorities searched 
for three wanted village repre-
sentatives that they accuse of 
instigating confrontation. 

“They threatened us, saying 
that tomorrow at 8am there will 
be no houses in our village, and 

that they will arrest our villagers 
who ... stand against them,” he 
said.  “Tomorrow we will decide 
to die in our homes. We will not 
move; dying on our land is better 
than running away.”

According to Tha, all of the vil-
lagers were unarmed, unlike the 
eviction forces. “Tomorrow, if 
they still want to continue to do 
this, I think a lot of villagers will 
die at home,” he said.

Authorities say that villagers 
moved onto the land only after 
it was granted to three similarly 
named Vietnamese rubber com-
panies. However, official docu-
ments show that the 28,000 hec-
tares were illegally given to one 
company called Pacific Pearl 
Joint-Stock Company in 2011.

Resident Var Vy, 29, said that 
the Rayum commune area is 
home to some communities that 
have been there for a long time, 
contrary to authorities’ claims.

“We have decided to die 
already,” he said, echoing the 
feelings of other residents. “We 
are not afraid, because we have 
no home besides this.”

Seng Channy, one of the three 
village representatives fleeing 

arrest, said that she would like to 
ask the government to allow vil-
lagers to stay. 

“If authorities said that we are 
a new company, why couldn’t 
they grant that land as a social 
land concession for us?” she 
asked. “Why do they take our 
land to give it to the company?”

Khlout Sophea, deputy district 
police chief in Koh Nhek said 
that authorities only tore down 
the houses of consenting villag-
ers, and that demolition will 
continue today.  “What I did was 
just to comply with the high-
level officer’s orders, because I 
am low-level,” he said.

Svay Sam Eang, deputy pro-
vincial governor in Mondulkiri, 
declined to comment, saying: “I 
am busy in a meeting.”

Yi Soksan, an investigator for 
human rights group Adhoc, said 
that authorities should find 
peaceful means to negotiate. 

“If those villagers are newcom-
ers and really have no land, the 
government should grant it as a 
social land concession,” he said. 
“Why does the government just 
care about the company, and not 
about their villagers?”  

Meas Sokchea and David Boyle
Battambang town
 

A
t 25, Sin Chan Pov 
Rozeth is the youngest 
candidate running for 
commune chief in the 

June 3 election and faces a rul-
ing party opponent more than 
half a century her senior.

The young Sam Rainsy Party 
hopeful is pitted against the 
Cambodian People’s Party Kem 
Chhorng, 78, who has been the 
chief of O’Char commune in 
Battambang town since just af-
ter the Khmer Rouge were over-
thrown in 1979.

Sin Chan Pov Rozeth’s for-
mer job was selling quails here, 
where she grew up with only 
her mother, who sells vegeta-
bles for a living and lives in the 
SRP headquarters.

But for the past week, she has 
been aggressively selling some-
thing more abstract: a cam-
paign message to end alleged 
corruption in the commune, 
build a healthcare centre and 
construct a sewer system to 
stop continual flooding.

“Even though my competi-
tor is old and has experience, 
I still hope that I will beat him, 
because in the 20 years that he 
has been a commune chief, he 
has not served people well but 
thinks about money; there has 
been no development for peo-
ple,” she said.

The first-time candidate, 
who has actively supported the 
SRP since she was 11 years old, 

said it was the will to develop, 
not experience and gender, 
that is important.

“In Thailand, they voted for 
a woman to lead the country. 
Why in our O’Char commune 
can people not vote for a wom-
an to lead?” she said.

Kem Chhorng says her prom-

ises are full of hot air and wants 
to know where the money is 
going to come from to build 
the pledged projects when the 
national budget offers the com-
mune scant funding.

“What she says is just to 
attract, for her pride. She 
looks pretty but she is young, 
she does not have experi-
ence and she cannot do. She 
has never been a commune 
chief,” he said.

“Since 1979, I have never lost 
any time an election for com-
mune chief so far. If I threaten 
people for money, they would 
not vote for me,” he said, add-
ing that in that time he had 
built four schools in four sepa-
rate villages.

He added that he was old and 
would agree to leave politics 
if he lost, but said he was 100 
per cent confident he would 
win the seat, and that the CPP 

would gain two more council-
lors in O’Char commune.

Currently, they have seven 
councillors in O’Char com-
pared to the SRP’s four.

Out on the campaign trail, 
Sin Chan Pov Rozeth is winning 
supporters, at least at face val-
ue, including 90-year-old Om 

Heb, who assures her he will be 
voting SRP on June 3.

“Women work well. I would 
try with her once. The men 
are [too] busy looking at the 
road,” he said, after hearing 
her confident campaign pitch, 
which sometimes includes 
a portable, stand-mounted 
flat-screen TV blaring out SRP 
campaign videos.

The CPP are taking a less 
personalised approach to 
campaigning in Battambang, 
driving through town in huge 
convoys of hundreds of flag-
waving supporters on motor-
bikes and dozens of cars blurt-
ing out their campaign slogans 
from loudspeakers.

Sin Chan Pov Rozeth faces an 
uphill battle against this show 
of force, and once again this 
campaign, there have been 
widespread allegations of po-
litical intimidation.

Just yesterday, the SRP an-
nounced they would file a 
criminal complaint over an al-
leged assault on their Battam-
bang district councillor, Khy 
Meng Lynh, by a CPP member 
– an attack they say resulted in a 
dislocated collarbone. 

Another problem, said political 
observer Son Soubert, was the 
division between the SRP and 
smaller opposition parties such 
as the Human Rights Party and 
the Norodom Ranariddh Party, 
which yesterday announced 
plans to merge with Funcinpec.

“Well, I just wish that they get 
better, but I doubt it, because 
when the opposition is not 
united, the people will be divid-
ed, and some will go to the Sam 
Rainsy and some to the HRP.

In the battle for the O’Char 
seat, the SRP is also contesting 
the soon-to-be-merged NRP 
and Funcinpec.

More important than the 
influence of an emerging, po-

litically aware younger gen-
eration, is the reaction to the 
continuing escalation of land 
disputes at the ballot box, Son 
Soubert said.

And there is another factor that 
might work against Sin Chan 
Pov Rozeth’s campaign – the 
mass migration of young people 
in the area seeking jobs in Thai-

land, which has escalated amidst 
the Thai government’s pledge to 
raise the minimum daily wage 
to 300 baht (US$9.50).

Most people in Battambang 
town are understandably reluc-
tant to say who they will sup-
port in the election, but they 
unanimously agree there has 
been at least one positive dem-
ocratic sign – far more vigorous 
campaigning from all parties.

These commune elections 
mean nothing in terms of real 
parliamentary muscle, but as a 
key battleground at next year’s 
National Assembly elections, 
they will provide an indication 
of whether Cambodians are 
willing to consider change.

With SRP MP Mu Sochua set 
to face off directly with CPP 
Interior Minister Sar Kheng 
in Battambang in the 2013 
ballot, the result will provide 
insight in what is set to be a 
fierce battle on the biggest po-
litical stage.
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Mondulkiri village’s residents  
say they’d rather die than run

Sam Rainsy Party candidate Sin Chan Pov Rozeth, 25, campaigns for commune chief in O’Char commune in Battambang town yesterday. At 25, she is the youngest candidate running in next month’s elections. pha lina

B’bang battle pits youth vs experience

In Thailand, they voted for a 
woman to lead the country. 

Why in our O’Char commune 
can people not vote for a 

woman to lead?

Kem Chhorng, 78, of the Cambodian 
People’s Party, has been the chief 
of O’Char commune for more than 
three decades. pha lina
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Attacker hacks moto 
driver, steals bike
A MOTODOP was chopped 
with an axe and robbed of 
his motorbike in Oddar 
Meanchey’s Anlong Veng 
district on Wednesday. The 
victim, 25, was sitting on 
his motorbike waiting for 
passengers when the axe-
wielding assailant chopped 
him three times. His wife 
said the motorbike was a 
newly purchased model. 
Police said they were 
searching for the attacker, 
but no witnesses had seen 
his face. The victim, who 
nearly died at the scene, 
is recovering in hospital. 
KAMPucHeA THMeY

Burglar stabs sleeping 
homeowner, escapes
A 20-YeAR-OLD was 
stabbed in his sleep during  
a robbery at his home by an 
acquaintance in Kampong 
cham province’s Kroch chh-
mar district  on Wednesday. 
The victim said he knew the 
burglar and they had had a 
phone argument the day 
before. Police attempted  
to arrest the suspect, but 
said their officers were 
outrun in a foot chase.  
The victim was sent to 
hospital. RAseMei KAMPucHeA 

Teen nabbed for drug 
trafficking in the capital
A HiGH-scHOOL student 
was arrested in connection 
with drug trafficking by 
police in Phnom Penh’s Tuol 
Kork district on Tuesday. 
Police found an envelope of 
yama at a bus stop where he 
was arrested. He allegedly 
confessed to the crime and 
said he wanted to send the 
drugs to his friend in Kam-
pot province. KOH sAnTePHeAP

Driver hits student, 
flees from the scene
A sTuDenT died at the 
scene of a hit-and-run 
crash in Kandal province’s 
Takhmao district on Tues-
day. The 19-year-old vic-
tim was riding her motor-
bike home when a truck 
driving in the same direc-
tion struck and ran over 
her. The truck had been 
speeding, witnesses said, 
and had fled the scene 
after hitting the teenager. 
Police said they were 
investigating the case and 
searching for the suspect. 
RAsMei KAMPucHeA

House burglarised 
when family was out
A HOuse in stung Treng 
province’s sesan district 
was burgled while the family 
was away on Monday. The 
house owner reported a 
heavy loss and police said 
properties such as a TV set 
and a laptop were stolen. 
Police said they were inves-
tigating the case, but did 
not have any suspects. 
DeuM AMPiL

Translated by Sen David

police
bloTTer

Going for the gold
A rainbow seen from the grounds of the Olympic Stadium in Phnom Penh earlier this week.  sRenG MenG sRun

Opposition reps share views    
Vong Sokheng
 
NON-GOVERNmENT organi-
sations hosted a freewheeling 
forum yesterday in which op-
position political parties held 
forth on a handful of topics 
critical to voters ahead of the 
June 3 commune elections. 

The CPP did not deign to 
take part, but a member of 
one of the monitoring groups 
said this was fairly common.

Nevertheless, about 200 
political activists, represent-

atives of evictees and com-
munity leaders flocked to the 
event, at Phnom Penh’s Imper-
ial Garden Village and Hotel.

Each party representative, 
none of whom are running for 
office, laid out positions on 
themes like land rights and nat-
ural resources management.

Koul Panha, of election mon-
itor Comfrel, an NGO that took 
part, said the question-and-
answer period was spirited.

“People feel a little bit frust-
rated,” he said.

While parties differed here 
and there, all of them criti-
cised the CPP for provoking 
recent violent land evictions.

“Land belongs to the villag-
ers,  and villagers have been im-
prisoned for protesting against 
the government to protect their 
land,” Thach Sitha, a Sam Rain-
sy Party representative, said.

Human Rights Party repre-
sentative Ou Chanrith ex-
plained that the HRP wanted 
to cancel all the 99-year con-
tracts for economic land con-

cessions that affect residents 
and the environment, and is-
sue land certificates to resid-
ents to protect the safety of 
villagers’property.

Som mony, 60, from Siem 
Reap province, said he would 
vote for any party that was 
against evictions.

Senior CPP legislator Cheam 
yeap said such critiques were 
normal during campaigns, 
and “the voters will decide 
which political party is on the 
right track.” 

 
In brief 

Honda factory protest 
rolls into second day
MORe than 90 per cent of 
employees at the Honda ncX 
factory in the capital’s choam 
chao commune protested for 
the second day yesterday, 
saying they would block the 
gates of the company today if 
there is no resolution to their 
grievances. Kun Ry, vice 
president of the cambodian 
Labour confederation, said 
that nearly 500 staffers 
protested on the grounds that 
employees are being sacked 
for attempting to unionise. 
They are also seeking 
improved working conditions 
and bonuses for senior 
workers, as well as asking 
that administrative manager 
eath seng ny be fired for his 
role in the sackings. eath 
seng ny said yesterday that he 
was unaware any plan to block 
the entrances. “We cannot 
find a resolution because they 
really need what they want,” 
he said, adding that the 
company was seeking a legal 
resolution. MOM KunTHeAR

Police nab suspected 
meth dealer in capital
One of three suspected drug 
dealers was arrested in a 
sting operation Wednesday 
night in Banteay Meanchey’s 
Poipet town, police said 
yesterday. Thin sindeth, chief 
of  the provincial anti-drug 
police office, said Touch 
chanthol, 45, had been 
arrested following a months-
long investigation. “He [Touch 
chanthol] was arrested while 
he was selling drugs to our 
agents who pretended to be  
drug buyers,” he said, adding 
that officers were on the 
lookout for two accomplices 
who escaped. Touch 
chanthol will be sent to court 
today. BuTH ReAKsMeY KOnGKeA
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A woman weaves silk in Roka Korng 1 commune in Kandal province’s Muk Kampoul district last year. HENG CHIVOAN

Silk producers look to  
sew up EU market ties
Rann Reuy

C
amBODIa’S silk 
producers say they 
must cut costs in 
order to continue 

reaching troubled European 
markets, the primary target 
for the Kingdom’s sericul-
ture products.

Insiders said Cambodian 
companies must start pro-
ducing their own silk for the 
industry to survive.

Silk craftspeople import 
some 400 tonnes of silk per 
year from China then export 
finished products.

The reduction in price would 
come directly out of the silk  
itself, Seung Kimyonn, direc-
tor of the Cambodian Craft 
Cooperation, said this week.

Silk producers have al-
ready started adding cot-
ton to the products, he said. 
Seung Kimyonn’s company, 
which caters to the European 
market, used a total of two 
tonnes of silk per year about 
two years ago. 

The amount of silk used in 
his export products was cut in 
half last year.

“In the past, I produce prod-
ucts from 100 per cent silk, but 

now we are making changes in 
order to maintain the market,” 
said Seung Kimyonn, who is 
also a silk craftsman. 

International demand for 
Cambodian craft products 
have dropped substatially as 
European purse strings have 
tightened, the Post reported 
earlier this year.

Seung Kimyonn’s team is 
designing products that will 
blend a significant amount of 
cotton, which sells for US$4 
per kilogramme, compared 
to $50 for the same amount 
of silk.

There are other ways to low-

er the price of the country’s 
silk, Sisowath Pheanuroth, 
president of the advisory 
Board for Small and medium 
Industry association of Cam-
bodia, said.

Cambodians should reduce 
their reliance on Chinese silk by 
producing their own, he said.

“Unless Cambodia can 
produce silk by itself, there 
will be challenges for our silk 
products,” Sisowath Phea-
nuroth said.

Seung Kimyonn said his 
company will start to target 
regional tourist from China 
and Korea.

May Kunmakara

SIX companies from China’s 
Guangzhou city and Guangxi 
province met with Kim Sithan, 
Cambodia’s secretary of state 
at the ministry of Commerce, 
yesterday to discuss invest-
ment in the country

Heavy machinery, fertiliser 
and chemical companies ex-
pressed interest in Cambodia’s 
agricultural sector and said 
they would seek more business 
information about Cambodia.

Cambodia’s political and 
macro-economic stability and 
strong economic growth lured 
them to the Kingdom, Kim 
Sithan said, adding that the 
agricultural, garment, tour-
ism and construction sectors 
would be key in Cambodia’s 
economic growth. 

Cambodia’s open investment 
policy and a duty-free status in 

many other advanced econo-
mies were also contributing 
factors in the decision to invest 
in the Kingdom, he said.

according to data from 
Council for the Development 
of Cambodia, Chinese invest-
ment in Cambodia reached 
US$1.192 billion in 2011, a 
year-on-year increase of 71.82 
per cent. 

Last week, 10 memoranda 
of understanding were signed 
between China and Cam-
bodia. The moUs included 
Chinese contracts for 60,000 
tonnes of rubber, 1 million 
tonnes of cassava, 500,000 
tonnes of milled rice and 
3,500 tonnes of black pepper 
per year, as well as processed 
wood and spices. also includ-
ed were Chinese imports such 
as processed foods, mobile 
phones, clothing materials 
and agricultural equipment. 

THaILaND’S baht dropped to 
a four-month low as concern 
that Europe’s debt crisis will 
exacerbate damped appetite 
for emerging-market assets.

Global funds sold US$112 
million more local shares 
than they bought in the first 
three days of this week, 
bringing this month’s net 
sales to $349 million, accord-
ing to exchange data. The 
currency dropped for a 
fourth day after Chancellor 
angela merkel said Germany 
has “huge difficulties” with 
France’s call for joint borrow-
ing by euro governments.

“Lingering concerns about 
Greece and Europe’s debt 
problem are making inves-
tors stay away from riskier 

assets,” said Hideki Hayashi, 
a researcher at the Japan 
Center for Economic Research 
in Tokyo. “asian currencies 
are under growing pressure 
to depreciate.”

The baht declined 0.4 per 
cent to 31.64 per dollar as of 
3:45 pm in Bangkok yester-
day and touched 31.66, the 
weakest level since January 
20, according to data com-
piled by Bloomberg. The cur-
rency may slide to around 32 
in the next two weeks, Hay-
ashi said.

One-month implied volatil-
ity, a measure of exchange-rate 
swings used to price options, 
climbed 109 basis points, or 
1.09 percentage point, to 5.6 
per cent. BLOOMBERG

more Chinese firms 
weigh local investment

Thai baht falls on 
Euro crisis concerns


